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INDIA  HARVESTS 
RECORD  RICE  CROP 

India's  1958-59  rice  crop  is  unofficially  forecast  at  a  record 
30,500,000  long  tons  of  milled  rice  (102,570  million  pounds  rough).  This 
is  in  sharp  contrast  with  the  drought -stricken  crop  of  the  year  before , 
when  only  2i+,821,000  tons  (83,^-73  million  pounds)  were  harvested. 

The  previous  largest  output  was  28,282,000  tons  (95,112  million 
pounds)  in  1956-57*    Favorable  weather  and  high  prices  are  given  as  the 
main  reasons  for  this  season's  extraordinarily  large  rice  crop. 

India's  expected  rice  imports  in  1959  so  far  are  500,000  tons  from 
Burma,  of  which  350,000  are  stipulated  in  an  existing  agreement  and 
150,000  tons  were  short-delivered  in  1958.    Rice  imports  in  1958  were 
390,000  tons --383, 000  from  Burma,  and  around  6,500  from  North  Vietnam. 
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PAKISTAN'S  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
CONTINUES  TO  GAIN 

Preliminary  returns  show  that  at  least  6.6  "billion  cigarettes  were 
manufactured  in  Pakistan  in  1958.     It  is  likely  that  when  complete  figures 
are  tabulated,  the  quantity  may  be  nearer  7  billion.     In  1957 ,  Pakistan 
manufacturers  produced  6.5  billion  cigarettes.    The  average  output  for 
195^-56  was  only  If. 9  billion. 


BELGIAN  CONGO'S  TOBACCO 
IMPORTS  LOWER 

Belgian  Congo's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first 
6  months  of  1958  totaled  If  .If  million  pounds --down  11  percent  from  the  5*0 
million  imported  in  the  first  6  months  of  1957 )  hut  more  than  double 
those  for  1956. 

The  United  States  supplied  2.8  million  pounds,  or  6if  percent  of  the 
January- June  1958  imports,  compared  with  only    .7  .million  in  the  first  6 
months  of  1957 •    Most  imports  of  U.S.  tobacco  consist  of  Kentucky-Tennessee 
fire -cured,  flue-cured,  and  Burley  tobacco. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Belgian  Congo  1/,  imports,  by  country 
of  origin,  January-June  1956-58 


Country  of  origin  < 

January-June  \ 
1956 

January-June  \ 

1957  : 

January-June 
1958 

■  1,000  pounds 

:  1,120 
:  311 
:  16 
:  ik6 
ikk 

:  236 
:  21 
:  39 

1,000  pounds 

:  731 
:  1,059 
:  256 
:  2I4-9 

:  2,309 
:  26 

32if 

1,000  pounds 

:  2,771 
:  787 
;  358 
:  206 
120 

:  56 
:  26 
:  109 

:  2,033 

:  M5^ 

1/     Including  Ruanda-Urundi . 
2/    If  any,  included  in  other. 


Source:  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  Commerce  Exterieur  du  Congo  Beige  et  du 
Ruanda-Urundi . 
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GREEK  TOBACCO  ACREAGE 
REDUCED  FOR  1959 

The  Greek  Government  has  reduced  1959  tobacco  acreage  about  22  percent 
below  1958  and  27  percent  below  1957.    Based  on  preliminary  figures,  the  maxi- 
mum permitted  acreage  planted  to  tobacco  in  1959  will  be  about  220,000  acres. 
This  compares  with  about  280,000  acres  planted  in  1958.    The  acreage  was 
reduced  this  year  because  of  a  substantial  surplus,  with  the  government  holding 
about  J+3  million  pounds  of  tobacco  from  the  1956  and  1957  crops.    The  acreage 
allowed  in  Thebes  and  the  Islands  remains  unchanged  from  1958 • 

YUGOSLAVIA'S  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
HIGHER  IN  1958 

Tobacco  exports  from  Yugoslavia  in  1958  reached  50.7  million  pounds, 
establishing  a  new  record  and  far  exceeding  the  prewar  average  of  10 A  million 
pounds.    The  principal  reasons  for  the  increase  from  the  1957  level  of  35  A 
million  pounds,  were  the  re-entry  of  Mainland  China  and  East  Germany  in  the 
market  after  these  countries  had  purchased  no  Yugoslav  tobacco  in  1957* 

Present  stocks  of  tobacco,  plus  the  1958  crop  of  88  million  pounds,  pro- 
vide enough  for  domestic  consumption  (about  h-2  million  pounds )  and  continued 
high  level  exports  in  1959*    Competition  from  other  Oriental  tobacco-producing 
countries,  however,  is  expected  to  hold  exports  to  about  kQ  million  pounds  in 
1959  -  a  little  less  than  last  year. 

WEST  GERMANY  INCREASES  PRODUCTION 
OF  HOMOGENIZED  LEAF 

The  3  companies  manufacturing  homogenized  leaf  tobacco-  in  West  Germany  are 
expected  to  produce  a  total  of  from  1.1  to  1.3  million  pounds  in  1959 •    Tw°  °f 
these  companies,  both  producing  under  licenses  from  U.  S.  firms,  are  expected 
to  account  for  nearly  all  of  the  1959  output.    The  other  company  is  making  the 
homogenized  product  under  its  own  unpatented  procedure.    At  present,  only 
domestic -grown  leaf  is  used  in  making  the  product  which  is  utilized  only  as 
cigar  binder. 

INDIA  EXPECTS  LARGER  1958-59 
TOBACCO  HARVEST 

The  total  1958-59  tobacco  crop  in  India  is  now  forecast  at  about  672. 0 
million  pounds,  compared  with  56*+. 5  million  in  1957-58  -  an  increase  of  19  per- 
cent.   The  area  planted  to  tobacco  rose  from  926,000  acres  last  year  to  1,050,000 
acres  in  1958-59 • 

Flue -cured  tobacco  production  in  1958-59  is  expected  to  amount  to  about  139 
million  pounds  -  up  26  percent  from  the  110  million  pounds  harvested  last  year. 
There  is  a  9  percent  increase  in  the  area  planted  to  flue-cured  this  season,  and 
a  substantial  improvement  in  yield  per  acre  is  anticipated. 
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POLAND  TO  BUY  CANADIAN  WHEAT  AND  BARLEY 

In  recent  discussions  with  Poland,  Canada  indicated  its  willingness  to 
deliver  by  July  31,  1959  the  balance  of  the  150,000  tons  (5.5  million  "bushels) 
of  wheat  which  Poland  had  agreed  hut  failed  to  take  from  Canada  in  1957-58. 
Actual  Canadian  wheat  exports  to  Poland  in  1957-58  amounted  to  only  1.8 
million  bushels.    In  addition,  Canada  agreed  to  sell  Poland  100,000  tons 
{h.6  million  bushels)  of  barley  after  the  wheat  has  been  taken. 

The  agreement  has  not  yet  been  ratified  by  both  Governments  as  far  as 
is  known.    As  in  previous  agreements,  Canada  will  sell  the  wheat  and  barley 
to  Poland  on  credit.    The  agreement  provides  that  Poland  will  make  a  10- 
percent  cash  payment  at  the  time  each  shipment  is  made.    The  balance  of  90 
percent  will  be  paid  off  in  3  installments,  the  first  at  the  end  of  2  years, 
the  second  at  the  end  of  2.\  years  and  the  third  at  the  end  of  3  years. 

Canadian  grain  exporters  are  insured  by  the  Government's  Export  Credit 
Insurance  Corporation  against  losses  arising  from  exporting  on  credit.  The 
agreement  with  Poland  specifies  that  the  buyer  will  pay  the  insurance 
premium.    Poland  is  expected  to  send  a  representative  to  Canada  soon  to 
negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  wheat  and  barley. 


INDIA1 S  AGRICULTURAL  IMPORTS 
UP,  U.S.  SHARE  DOWN 

Wheat,  rice,  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  unmanufactured  tobacco,  which 
account  for  99  percent  of  India's  agricultural  imports  from  the  United 
States,  have  constituted  from  60  to  70  percent  of  all  Indian  agricultural 
imports  in  recent  years.    The  balance  of  imported  farm  products  include 
oilseeds,  fruits,  spices,  and  wool,  which  are  of  minor  interest  to  the 
United  States. 

In  the  first  9  months  of  1953  total  imports  of  the  5  main  agricultural 
commodities  amounted  to  $182  million,  an  increase  of  16  percent  over  the 
same  period  in  1957'    Imports  of  these  same  items  from  the  United  States 
totaled  $73  million,  or  a  decrease  of  10  percent. 

Total  wheat,  rice,  and  tobacco  imports  increased  substantially  during 
1958,  but  cotton  and  dairy  products  dropped  appreciably. 

Indian  imports  of  U.S.  wheat  increased  ^0  percent  during  the  first  9 
months  of  1958,  but  failed  to  maintain  their  relative  position  of  the  pre- 
vious year.    Canada  and  Australia  entered  the  Indian  wheat  market  in  1958 
and  shared  it  with  the  United  States.    Burma  furnished  95  percent  of  the 
rice  imports  during  the  1953  period  with  U.S.  rice  imports  dropping  to 
less  than  half  of  the  quantities  supplied  in  1957. 
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Even  though  total  dairy  products  imports  dropped  between  the  2  periods, 
the  U.S.  portion  increased  substantially.  Unmanufactured  tobacco  imports  in 
I950  were  entirely  from  the  United  States  and  were  larger  than  in  the 
earlier  period. 

The  Indian  cotton  market  showed  the  effects  of  the  slow-down  in  cotton 
textile  production  by  requiring  only  half  as  many  cotton  imports  in  the 
1958  period  as  1957'     The  U.S.  share  of  the  market  dropped  even  more,  and 
stood  at  just  one -fourth  of  the  previous  period's  imports. 

INDIA:     Imports  of  selected  agricultural  products,  from  all  sources 
and  from  the  United  States,  January-September,  1957  and  1958 


QUANTITY 


1957 


Commodity 


;      Total  ' 

From  U. 

S. 

Total 

From  U.  S. 

: 1,000  m.  t. 

•1,000  m.  t.- 

1,000  m.  t. 

:1,000  m.  t. 

 :      379.1  : 

379- 

1 

716.6 

:  532 

.2 

lk2.Q 

12. 

7 

313.5 

5 

.7 

33.8 

8. 

5  ' 

19.8  : 

:  13 

.2 

 :  563.5 

375- 

5 

268.2 

:  97 

.3 

 :  1.1 

7 

:  1.3 

:  1 

.3 

1958 


1/  1,000  bales  of  koO  pounds  net 


VAIUE 


;     1,000  ; 
;      u.s.  ; 

Dollars 

1,000  ; 
u.s.  ; 

Dollars 

1,000  ; 
u.s.  ; 

Dollars 

1,000 
U.S. 
Dollars 

..:      31,^90  : 
17,021 

..:      15,019  • 
91,669 

..:  1,79^ 

31,^90  : 
1,880  ; 

3A97 
:  ^2,973 

1,5^5 

58,7^2  s 

59,100  : 
:  9,307 
:  51,8ll+ 
:  2,791+ 

1+U,63l+ 

822 

:  6,5lH- 
17,785 
:  2,793 

. .:  156,993 

\  81,088 

:  181,757 

72,5^ 
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RECORD  INDIAN  CASHEW  HARVEST  PREDICTED 


Indian  domestic  cashew  production,  including  an  estimated  ^-,000  tons  for 
Portuguese  Goa,  is  forecast  as  a  record  82,000  short  tons  in-shell  for  1959;  or 
about  6  percent  greater  than  the  bumper  77, 000-ton  harvest  of  the  preceding 
season.    Because  of  the  heavy  damage  to  the  East  African  crop  in  the  Laurenco 
Marques  section  of  Mozambique,  imports  of  African  raw  nuts  for  processing  in 
India  during  1959  are  expected  to  be  about  25  percent  less  than  the  12^,000  tons 
imported  during  1958. 


CASHEWS,  IN-SHELL:    India,  supply  and  distribution  (including 
Portuguese  Goa),  annual  1957  and  1958,  forecast  1959  


Item 

:       x957  | 

1958  ! 

1959 
Forecast 

:  Short  tons  ; 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

3,000  ! 
77,000  : 
12^,000  ; 

17,000 
82,000 

95,000 

:  20^,000 

:  19^,000 

 :  166,^00 

:  7,000 
:  180,000 
17,000 

:  8,000 
:  18U,000 
;  2,000 

l/    Includes  about  9,000  tons  discarded  because  of  inferior  quality. 


Cashew  kernel  exports  from  India  during  1958  were  record-large,  amounting  to 
an  estimated  1,700,000  cases,  or  about  13  percent  more  than  the       million  cases 
of  a  year  earlier.    Nearly  three-quarters  of  the  1958  exports,  or  1,250,000  cases, 
(50  pounds  net)  were  shipped  to  the  United  States.    1958  cashew  kernels  exports 
according  to  destination,  were : 

Country  No.  of  cases  Percentage  of  total 

United  States  1,250,000  7^ 

U.S.S.R.  220,000  13 

United  Kingdom  100,000  6 

Canada  50,000  3 

Australia  85  others  80,000  k  

Total  1,700,000  100 

The  Indian  cashew  trade  expects  that  prices  for  both  raw  nuts  and  kernels 
will  be  somewhat  higher  in  1959;  reflecting  the  smaller  raw  nut  supplies  from 
Mozambique  and  added  costs  from  wage  increases  and  other  benefits  to  employees  in 
Indian  processing  factories.    Comparative  prices  for  African  raw  nuts,  c.i.f . 
Cochin,  and  kernels  in  25-pound  tins,  c.  &  f.  New  York  for  the  first  2  months  of 
1957,  1958,  and  1959  were: 
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African  Raw  Nuts 
c.i.f.  Cochin 


Kernels  in  25 -pound  tins 
c.  &  f .  New  York 


January  1 
February  1 


Dollars  per  ton 


1957 

150.00 
126.56 


1958 

112.50 
112.50 


1959 

LlA.38 
126.56 


The  average  price  for  packed  kernels,  c 
calculated  as  K6  cents  per  pound. 


Cents  per  pound 
1957  1958 


52. 
^5. 


hi. 
k5. 


1959 
^5.5 


f .  New  York,  during  1958  has  been 


MALAYAN  PINEAPPLE  INDUSTRY 
REACHES  AGREEMENT 


On  December  3,  1958,  when  the  Malayan  Control  Board  of  Pineapple  Packers 
stopped  purchasing  smallholders' fruit  at  the  established  rate  of  $19.80  per  short 
ton,  the  local  industry  faced  a  serious  problem.     In  the  past,  purchase  of  small- 
holders pineapple  had  been  a  statutory  obligation  for  operating  a  registered 
cannery.    Though  all  canners  process  fruit  from  their  company-owned  plantations, 
smallholders  production  annually  amounts  to  about  two-fifths  of  the  entire 
Malayan  pineapple  output. 

Trouble  which  had  been  developing  in  the  Malayan  pineapple  industry  for 
several  years,  became  serious  in  December  because  of  labor  unrest,  out-of-date 
production  methods  and  increased  competition  from  other  producing  countries.  By 
early  December,  2  of  the  5  canning  plants  in  the  Malayan  Federation  had  already 
shut  down,  and  the  remaining  3  plants  were  limiting  their  packing  to  fruit  from 
their  own  plantations . 

Grower  demand  for  higher  raw  fruit  prices  occurred  at  a  time  when  pineapple 
was  ripening  in  the  fields,  and  losses  seemed  probable  if  harvesting  continued 
to  be  delayed.    To  provide  employment  for  some  16,000  workers  affected,  the 
Government  began  on  a  campaign  to  increase  domestic  consumption  of  pineapple.  On 
January  2,  the  recently-established  Malayan  Pineapple  Industry  Board  interceded. 
Under  an  arranged  settlement,  canners  agreed  to  pay  the  equivalent  of  $1^.85  per 
ton  to  growers  and  an  additional  $1.65 -per -ton  payment  was  also  provided  from  a 
special  pineapple  tax  fund,  bringing  the  total  grower's  price  to  $16.50  per  ton. 

At  its  January  12  meeting,  the  Malayan  Pineapple  Industry  Board  continued 
its  $l6.50-per-ton  negotiated  price  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.     It  also 
arranged  to  set  minimum  prices  for  canned  pineapple,  and  established  minimum 
standards  for  raw  fruit  accepted  by  canners . 

During  World  War  II,  the  Malayan  pineapple  industry  was  damaged  to  such  an 
extent  that  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  the  original  60,000  acres  in  pineapple 
had  shrunk  to  3^000  acres.    Plantings  have  since  increased  the  area  in  pineapple 
to  36,000  acres  and  the  annual  harvest  has  risen  in  value  to  nearly  $10  million. 
In  1957;  Malayan  pineapple  exports  amounted  to  ^4-2,500  short  tons. 
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REDUCTION  IN  GREEK  RAISIN 
EXPORTS  EXPECTED 


Exports  of  Greek  raisins,  principally  sultanas,  during  1958-59  are 
expected  to  decline  to  l+l+,000  short  tons,  compared  with  1957-58  exports  of 
6^,300  tons.    The  sharp  reduction  is  directly  attributable  to  the  much  smaller 
pack  for  1958  (1+8,000  tons)  which  followed  the  record  1957  production  (70,000 
tons).    Greek  average  raisin  production  for  the  5-year  period  1951-55  amounted 
to  ^i+,000  tons.    The  hot,  dry  weather  of  1958  caused  the  crop  to  mature  faster, 
resulting  in  raisins  of  ahove -average  quality.    The  Confederation  of  Sultana 
Growers  Cooperatives  (KSOS)  estimated  that  60  percent  of  the  new  pack  would 
grade  No.  2  or  "better. 

RASINS:    Greece,  exports  by  country  of  destination,  Sept.  1  -  Aug.  31, 
 1956-57  and  1957-58;  also  Sept.  1  -  Nov.  30,  1957  and  1958  


Quantities  exported 


Destination 

;  9-1-57  to 

:  9-1-56  to 

;  9-1-57  to 

i  9-1-58  to 

I  8-31-57 

:  8-31-58 

:  11-30-57 

:  11-30-58 

*  Short  tons 

*  Short  tons 

\  Short  tons 

\  Short  tons 

:  3,169 

:  2,079 

:  1,198 

:  260 

:  112 

:  2,756 

:  1+62 

:  1,151 

783 

:  1,129 

!  1,2^0 

:  1,135 

23,^23 

:     17,038  . 

:  8,932 

638 

3,039  : 

:       1,573  : 

^83 

3,959  : 

3,13^  : 

308 

982  : 

1+67  . 

1,076 

10,756  j 

8,229  ! 

83U 

U.S.S.R  

6,692  • 

5,220  : 

225  : 

9U2 

396  : 

23  : 

3^7 

. ..:       2,928  : 

9,218  : 

^,7^3  : 

2,62l+ 

6^,307  : 

39,325  : 

19,030 

As  of  early  January  1959,  f.o.b.  export  prices  for  Greek  sultanas  were: 
Grade  Dollars  per  short  ton 

0  363 

1  35^ 

2  3kl 

IRANIAN  DATE  EXPORTS  COMPARED 

Iranian  date  exports  for  the  year  ending  August  22,  1958  are  estimated  as 
29,000  short  tons,  or  about  5,000  tons  less  than  for  a  comparable  period  during 
the  previous  season.    Exports  are  expected  to  reach  33,000  tons  for  1958-59. 
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At  an  estimated  1^0,000  short  tons,  the  1958  Iranian  date  pack  was 
slightly  larger  than  the  1951-55  average  of  139,000  tons,  and  about  22 
percent  greater  than  the  115,000  tons  harvested  in  1957*     In  late  January, 
Iranian  exporters  were  quoting  pitted  dates  at  5  to  5ir  cents  per  pound 
f.o.b.  Khorramshahr  (Persian  Gulf). 


DATES:     Iran,  exports  by  destination,  1956-57,  and 
11  months,  August  23,  19 57 -July  22,  I958 


Destination 

: August  23,  1956  -  ; 
: August  22,  1957 

August  23,  1957  - 
July  22,  1958  1/ 

•  < 

:        Short  tons 

;        Short  tons 

 :  1,123 

 :  1,123 

 :  1,353 

 :  l;k8B 

5,763 

 :  1^,726 

 :  768 

 :            2., hlS 

 :  Ml8 

 :  l}10h 

:  1,013 
:  2,0^+7 

2,^36 
:  10,082 
:  1,958 
:  5,6^6 
:  ^,665 
267 

 :  3^,182 

:  28,11^ 

1/11  months.  2/  Iranian  statistics  do  not  distinguish  between  East  and 
West  Germany. 


DENMARK'S  EXPORTABLE  SUGAR 
MUCH  EXCEEDS  EXPORT  QUOTA 

Danish  sugar  factories  have  now  completed  their  1958-59  'campaign" 
with  a  total  production  of  refined  sugar  about  9  percent  above  their  1957-58 
output.    The  quantity  is  enough  to  provide  for  domestic  consumption  slightly 
larger  this  year  than  last,  with  more  than  130,000  short  tons,  raw  value, 
remaining  available  for  export.    Denmark's  basic  export  quota  under  the 
International  Sugar  Agreement  is  75,000  metric  tons  (about  83,000  short 
tons,  raw  value) .    Denmark  was  not  a  member  of  the  previous  Sugar  Agreement 
which  expired  December  31,  1958. 

GHANA'S  COCOA  EXPORTS  DOWN, 
BUT  VALUE  UP  IN  1958 

Although  Ghana's  cocoa  bean  exports  were  about  30  percent  lower  in 
1958  than  in  1957,  "the  total  value  was  somewhat  higher.    Exports  of  cocoa 
beans  in  1957  amounted  to  590  million  pounds,  but  dropped  to  about  ^03 
million  pounds  in  1958.    The  average  price  of  cocoa  beans  in  1958  was 
almost  50  percent  higher  than  the  previous  year;  therefore,  the  total 
value  increased. 
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Ghana  generally  obtains  about  60  percent  of  its  export  earnings  from 
cocoa.    Due  largely  to  the  increased  value  of  cocoa  beans  in  1958,  Ghana 
had  a  balance -of -payments  surplus  of  about  $3^-  million  last  year.,  in  con- 
trast to  a  deficit  of  about  $^2  million  in  1957. 

CUBA  SETS  QUOTA  FOR  DOMESTIC  USE 
OF  1959  BLACKSTRAP  MOLASSES 

Cuba  has  decreed  that  110  million  gallons  of  1959 -crop  blackstrap 
molasses  shall  be  reserved  for  domestic  use.     In  1958,  96.6  million 
gallons  were  authorized  and  71.2  million  gallons  actually  sold  for  such 
use  through  December  31,  1958.    The  larger  quantity  so  assigned  for  this 
season  suggests  that  the  Cuban  Government  may  be  seriously  considering 
reestablishing  a  former  requirement  that  all  locally -produced  gasoline 
be  mixed  with  alcohol  made  from  blackstrap  molasses. 

If  Cuba  attains  the  objective  of  5,800,000  Spanish  long  tons  (l 
Spanish  long  ton  equals  2,272  pounds  of  sugar  for  the  1959  campaign,  a 
greater  total  quantity  of  blackstrap  molasses  will  be  produced  than  the 
230.7  million  gallons  in  1958.    Molasses  produced  in  addition  to  that 
reserved  for  use  within  Cuba  will  be  sold  for  export. 

PROSPECTS  IMPROVED  FOR  SOUTH 
AFRICAN  1958-59  SUGAR  OUTPUT 

The  South  African  Sugar  Association  forecasts  South  African  1958-59 
sugar  production  may  be  about  8  percent  larger  than  the  1,027,000  short 
tons,  raw  value,  forecast  in  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FS-7  of  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service  of  November  28,  1958.    Final  output  remains 
uncertain,  however,  as  about  one -third  of  the  expected  total  had  not  been 
produced  at  the  time  of  the  Sugar  Association's  forecast. 

The  Union  of  South  Africa  apparently  will  have  more  than  enough  sugar 
to  meet  all  export  quotas  for  calendar  1958,  with  a  substantial  1959  carry- 
over.   An  estimated  500,000  tons  of  available  sugarcane  will  remain  uncut 
at  the  end  of  the  1958-59  grind. 

MEXICAN  STRAWBERRY  OUTLOOK  GOOD 

Mexico  has  6,900  acres  planted  to  strawberries  this  year.  Preliminary 
estimates  indicate  1959  production  will  be  about  11,000  tons.    With  domestic 
consumption  at  about  2,000  tons,  9,000  tons  will  be  available  for  export 
as  frozen  strawberries. 

Mexico's  major  export  market  is  for  frozen  berries  to  the  United  States. 
In  1953,  the  United  States  imported  7,000  tons  frozen  and  !§■  tons  fresh. 
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ARGENTINE  SUNFLOWER  SEED 
ACREAGE  DOWN  IN  1958-59 

The1  area  planted  to  sunflower  seed  in  Argentina  in  1958-59  totals  3*3 
million  acres  according  to  the  first  official  estimate.    This  is  one -fifth 
below  the  first  estimate  for  planted  acreage  in  1957-58,  hut  slightly  above 
the  3.2  million  acres  harvested  last  year. 

GHANA  TO  ESTABLISH  VEGETABLE 
OIL  PROCESSING  PLANT 

The  Ghana  Industrial  Development  Corporation  plans  to  establish  a 
large-scale  vegetable  oil  factory  near  Axim  in  the  western  coastal  region 
of  the  country.    As  Ghana  is  now  a  net  importer  of  fats  and  oils,  the  plant 
is  not  expected  to  enable  immediate  entry  into  the  world  vegetable  oil 
market.    However,  more  domestic  needs  will  be  met,  and  if  present  plans  to 
greatly  expand  oil  palm  acreage  succeed,  Ghana  could  in  future  years  be- 
come a  net  exporter. 

ITALIAN  1958  ALMOND  HARVEST 
ONLY  ONE -THIRD  OF  AVERAGE 

The  1958  Italian  almond  crop,  now  estimated  at  11,000  short  tons, 
shelled  basis,  was  far  below  the  32,500-ton  average  for  1951-55*  an(3-  even 
more  sharply  under  the  bumper  53,000-ton  harvest  of  1957.    Heavy  rains  and 
near-freezing  weather  of  last  April  greatly  reduced  the  crop  in  the  Puglia 
area,  while  cold,  foggy  weather  immediately  after  flowering  curtailed 
production  in  Sicily. 

Stocks  carried  over  from  1957  production  were  an  estimated  13,000  tons 
as  of  September  1,  1958.    However,  most  of  these  stocks  are  held  by  the 
larger  producers,  who  are  unwilling  to  sell  until  the  size  of  the  oncoming 
crop  is  confirmed  in  the  spring. 

ALMONDS,  SHELLED:     Italy,  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58  and 


1958-59*  marketing  year  beginning  September  1 


Item                      ;       1957-58  ; 

1958-59 
Forecast 

:        Short  tons 

Short  tons 

:  13,000 
:  11,000 

2^,000 

9,000 

5,500 
9*500 

2l+,000 
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West  Germany  was  the  principal  importer  of  Italian  almonds  in  1957-58, 
taking  two-thirds  (about  13,000  tons)  of  all  shelled  almond  exports.     In  the 
first  k  months  of  the  1958-59  season,  West  German  imports  of  Italian  almond 
kernels  totaled  2,  Oik  tons,  or  about  30  percent  of  the  foreign  marketings. 
Exports  to  the  United  States  accounted  for  U19  tons  in  1957-58  and  89  tons  in 
the  first  k  months  of  1958-59. 

ALMONDS,  SHELLED:    Italy,  exports  "by  destination,  Sept.  1,  1957- 


Destination  < 

Sept.  1,  1957- 
Aug.  31,  1958 

Sept.  1-Dec.  31,  1958 
Preliminary 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

1,226 

755 

13,072  ! 

2,01*+ 

:              2,877  : 

;  kkk 

:  607 

•  226 

:  3,372 

:  1,358 

:  i+,010 

:  527 

:  l,6ok 

:  ^3 

:  ^19 

!  89 

5,506 

1,158 

1/  32,693 

6,6lk 

l/  Includes  unshelled  almond  exports  of  nearly  500  tons,  shelled  basis. 
Nearly  half  of  these  went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 


Mid-January  f  .o.b.  export  prices  for  Bari  and  P.G.  shelled  almonds  were 
5^  to  55  cents  per  pound.    By  mid-February,  they  had  declined  to  less  than  51 
cents  per  pound. 

FINLAND  EXTENDS  EXPORT  SUBSIDIES 

On  February  5,  "the  Finnish  Cabinet  extended  existing  export  subsidy  rates 
for  certain  commodities  through  December  31,  1959«    Exporters  are  guaranteed 
58.3  cents  per  pound  f .o.b.  Finnish  ports  for  butter,  and  from  kB.k  to  52.7 
cents  per  pound  f.o.b.  for  various  types  of  cheese.    These  prices  include  the 
government  subsidies.    Export  subsidies  on  eggs  are  equivalent  to  27.7  cents 
per  2l+-ounce  dozen  and  19.6  cents  per  pound  for  frozen  liquid  eggs. 

Finland  has  budgeted  §l.k  million  for  export  subsidy  payments  in  1959* 
Forecasts  of  expanded  exports,  however,  indicate  that  this  amount  may  be  insuffi- 
cient.   Exportable  surpluses  of  butter  are  expected  to  be  1+0  to  kQ  million  pounds 
in  calendar  1959,  and  cheese  36  million  pounds;  7  million  pounds  of  shell  eggs 
are  expected  to  be  available  for  export  between  January  and  July  of  this  year. 


Frozen  liquid  eggs  will  be  a  new  export  product  for  Finland,  and  only 
sample  shipments  are  forecast  at  this  time. 
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IRANIAN  RAISIN  PRODUCTION  AND 
EXPORTS  CONTINUE  UPWARD 

Iran's  1958  raisin  pack  and  1958-59  raisin  exports  may  "be  the  largest 
on  record,  according  to  preliminary  estimates.    The  1958  pack  is  tentatively 
estimated  at  71,000  short  tons,  and  1958-crop  exports  at  U6,000  tons. 

The  1958-crop  estimate  is  fully  double  the  prewar  production  level. 
Iranian  production  and  exports  have  increased  steadily  in  recent  years; 
exports  have  more  than  doubled  in  the  past  10  years .    The  postwar  trend  is 
shown  "below,  (crop  seasons  "beginning  August  23): 


Year 

Production 

Exports 

Average : 

19^8-52  

1953  

195^  

1955  

1956  

1957  (preliminary)  

1958  (preliminary)  

Short  tons 

^5,100  : 
5^,000  : 
55,ooo 
:  66,000 
68,000 
70,000 
71,000 

Short  tons 

20,100 

3^, 300 
:  29,300 

^3,000 
:  J+3,300 

k5,ooo 
:        kG , 000 

Germany  is  by  far  the  largest  customer,  taking  roughly  half  of  Iran's 
raisin  exports.     Iranian  statistics  do  not  differentiate  between  East  and 
West  Germany,  but  it  is  known  that  most  sales  are  to  West  Germany.  The 
U.S.S.R.  is  the  next  most  important  market,  though  subject  to  considerable 
fluctuation.    The  Netherlands,  France,  and  the  United  Kingdom  take  nearly 
all  of  the  balance  of  the  exports. 


RAISINS:    Iran,  e 

xports  by  country  of 

destination, 

annual  195 5 - 

57,  year  beginning  August  23 

Country 

:        1955  : 

•  1 

1956 

1957  y 

:  Short  tons 

Short  tons  : 

Short  tons 

:           55  : 

:  2,613 

 :       1,8^6  ; 

1,739  ' 

:  3,823 

 :      2k, 667 

18,325  ' 

22,226 

 :  1,202 

1,76^  : 

550 

 :  833 

i,oko 

j  66k 

 :  60k 

!  606 

:  iko 

 :  5,637 

:  2,807 

2,292 

 :  1,580 

2,076 

:  3,35^ 

 :  5,85^ 

:  13,912 

:  8,561 

 :  736 

:  980 

377 

 :  ^2,959 

:  k3,30k 

:      kk, 600 

1/  11  months,  August  23,  1957,  "to  July  22,  I958. 
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BELGIAN  CONGO  TAKES  LESS 
DRY  WHOLE  MILK 

Preliminary  trade  statistics  indicate  that  the  Belgian  Congo  imported  3.7 
million  pounds  of  dry  whole  milk  in  1958,  a  10-percent  decline  from  the  previous 
year.    Formerly  the  third  largest  U.  S,  market  for  this  milk,  the  Belgian  Congo 
imported  only  55,000  pounds  from  the  United  States  in  1958,  compared  with  717,000 
pounds  in  1957 • 

While  a  decline  in  the  general  economy  is  partly  responsible  for  the  import 
drop,  takings  of  Danish  dry  whole  milk  rose  from  1.7  million  pounds  in  1957  "to 
2.1  million  pounds  last  year.    Although  not  specified,  the  price  of  the  Danish 
product  gives  it  a  distinct  price  advantage  over  dry  whole  milk  of  U.S.  origin. 
The  average  retail  price  of  dry  whole  milk  in  Leopoldville  was  equivalent  to  58 
cents  per  pound  in  1958 • 

In  mid-1958,  a  recombining  plant  with  a  capacity  of  about  500  quarts  per 
hour  began  operation  in  Leopoldville.    Although  the  product  retails  for  the 
equivalent  of  28.3  cents  per  quart  (compared  with  37*8  cents  per  quart  for 
imported  sterilized  milk),  the  public  has  not  been  quick  to  accept  the  new 
product.    The  plant  is  currently  operating  at  a  daily  rate  equivalent  to  one 
hour's  output.     One  of  the  reasons  given  for  small  sales  is  that  the  recombined 
product  is  marketed  in  paper  containers  rather  than  the  customary  bottles. 

WEST  GERMANY  GOOD  PROSPECTIVE 
MARKET  FOR  POULTRY  IN  1959 

The  general  upward  increase  in  West  Germany's  poultry  consumption,  accompa- 
nied by  only  a  slight  increase  in  domestic  production,  indicates  bright  prospects 
for  poultry  exporters  in  1959* 

German  poultry  consumption  in  1958  is  estimated  at  about  6.6  pounds  per 
person,  a  20-percent  increase  over  1957*    While  stewing  chickens  continue  to  make 
up  the  bulk  of  German  purchases,  demand  for  broilers  and  turkeys  increased 
sharply  during  the  last  half  of  1958.    Growing  consumer  interest  in  broilers  is 
related  to  the  high-quality,  ready-to-cook  U.S.  broilers  introduced  in  1956. 

There  are  several  domestic  broiler  farms  in  Germany,  but  total  production 
of  broilers  is  relatively  small;  domestic  production  of  broilers  in  1958  is 
estimated  at  39 • 6  million  pounds,  or  about  35  per  cent  of  all  poultry  locally 
produced  for  slaughter. 

In  1958,  the  United  States  exported  3.2  million  pounds  of  broilers  to 
Germany.     In  December,  U.S.  oven-ready  broilers  were  quoted  at  the  equivalent 
of  53 to  55 •!  cents  per  pound  wholesale.    Polish  broilers  (also  described  as 
"oven-ready")  and  domestic  German  broilers,  New  York  dressed,  were  quoted  at 
50.7  to  5^.0  cents  per  pound.    Danish  and  Dutch  broilers,  also  New  York  dressed, 
sold  for  slightly  less. 


16 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  78,  No.  9 


U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  DAIRY 
PRODUCTS  DOWN  IN  1958 

U.  S.  exports  of  most  dairy  products  declined  substantially  during 
1958  compared  with  1957. 

The  only  increase  was  in  "butter  shipments ,  which  totaled  33 •  7  million 
pounds,  against  10.0  million  in  1957-    This  was  due  almost  entirely  to 
larger  shipments  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  ^+80  (  sales  for  foreign  cur- 
rencies).    The  hulk  of  such  shipments  went  to  Israel  and  Brazil--l6.7  and 
3.6  million  pounds,  respectively. 

Cheese  exports  were  down  about  10  percent  mainly  because  of  decreased 
shipments  to  Italy.    Exports  of  nonfat  dry  milk  declined  about  k  percent. 

Dry  whole  milk  and  evaporated  milk  exports  were  down  28  and  22  percent, 
respectively.    Dry  whole  milk  shipments  to  Venezuela,  the  major  outlet, 
were  down  9  million  pounds  (28  percent).    Exports  of  evaporated  milk  to  the 
Philippines,  the  principal  market,  were  down  30  million  pounds  (2^-  percent). 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports,  1957  and  19 58,  with  percentage  change 


Commodity 


:      1,000  :  1,000  : 

:      pounds  :  pounds  :  Percent 

Butter  :       9,986  :  33,677  :  +237 

Cheese  :  172,^58  :  155,036  :  -10 

Nonfat  dry  milk  :  670,65^  :  6kk,5l8  :  -k 

Dry  whole  milk  :      ^0,2^6  :  28,691  :  -28 

Evaporated  milk  :  16^,387  :  127,^1  :  -22 

Condensed  milk  :      37,868  :  3^,978  :  -8 


MEXICO  INCREASES  EXPORT 
DUTIES  ON  LIVE  CATTLE 

Effective  February  19,  1959,  Mexico's  ad  valorem  export  duties  became 
20  percent  on  male  animals  550  pounds  or  over;  35  percent  on  female  animals 
550  pounds  or  over  and  male  animals  under  550  pounds;  and  ^0  percent  on 
females  under  550  pounds.    The  official  export  prices  on  which  the  duties 
are  based  changed  to  13  cents  per  pound  for  female  animals  and  19  cents 
per  pound  for  male  animals, 

A  severe  infestation  of  ticks  in  Jaurez,  Mexico,  brought  a  ban  on 
cattle  exports  there  as  of  February  17,  1959* 


March  2,  1959 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


17 


AUSTRALIAN  MEAT  EXPORTS 
UP  SEAPPLY 

Exports  of  all  types  of  meat  from  Australia  increased  sharply  during  1958 • 
The  greatest  percentage  rise  was  in  mutton  and  lamb  exports. 

Mutton  exports  accounted  for  63  percent  of  this  increase.    During  1958, 
21.5  million  pounds  of  mutton  were  exported  to  the  United  States,  mostly  hone- 
less  for  manufacturing  purposes.    Lamb  exports  to  the  United  States ,  however, 
were  only  1.3  million  pounds.    The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  be  the  pre- 
dominant importer  of  both  lamb  and  mutton,  taking  72  percent  of  total  Australian 
exports . 

Beef  and  veal  exports,  which  rose  11  percent  in  1958,  included  30^.3  million 
pounds  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  28.6  million  pounds  to  the  United  States,  which 
became  the  second  most  important  outlet  for  Australian  beef.    Exports  of  beef 
during  1959  are  expected  to  remain  high  with  continued  emphasis  on  exports  to 
the  U.  S.  market. 

Canned  meat  exports,  at  133*8  million  pounds,  rose  2  percent  from  1958. 
The  United  Kingdom  accounted  for  76  percent  of  total  Australian  exports.  Exports 
during  1959  are  expected  to  be  below  1958  levels  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
August  18,  1958). 

Australian  exports  of  cattle  dropped  from  22,000  head  in  1957  "to  17,000  head 
in  1958  because  of  slackening  exports  to  the  Philippine  Republic,  the  largest 
importer  of  Australian  cattle.    Sheep  exports,  however,  rose  to  135,000  head  in 
1958,  18,000  above  the  117,000  head  exported  in  1957'    As  usual,  Singapore  and 
Malaya  took  most  of  these  exports  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  September  1, 
1958) . 

An  unprecedented  demand  prevails  in  Australia  for  all  types  of  cattle.  This 
has  resulted  from  the  strong  demand  for  meat  in  the  United  States,  and  the  con- 
sequent diversion  of  some  supplies  to  the  U.  S.  market.    Prices  of  beef  and  cattle 
rose  sharply  in  Australia  during  1958. 

MEAT:    Australian  exports,  product  weight  basis,  annual  195^-58, 
 with  percentage  change  from  previous  year  


\  Not  canned 

Year  ]  ;  ;  '-    Canned  meat 

\  Beef  and  veal  | Mutton  and  lamb]  Pork 

: Million : Percent : Million: Percent : Million: Percent : Million : Percent 
: pounds  ; change  : pounds  : change  : pounds  : change  : pounds  : change 

195+  :  255.O  :  -25  :  126. +  :  -12  :  5.6  :  +60  :  1U2.5  !  -5 

1955  :  316.6  :  +2k  :  131.0  :  +h  :  k.2  :  -25  :  13k. Q  %  -5 

1956  :  291.6  :  -8  :    79.6  :  -39  :  2.6  :  -38  :  113.5  :  -16 

1957  :  3^0.2  :  +17  :    9^.2  :  +18  ;  2.k  :  -8  :  130.8  :  +15 

1958   :  377.8  :  +11  :  152.2  :  +61  :  2.9  :  +21  :  133.8  :  +2 


Source:    Australian  Meat  Board  and  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Reports. 
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BRITAIN  IMPORTS  SOUTHERN 
RHODESIAN  BEEF  BY  AIR 

On  February  12,  the  Stockbreeders  Meat  Company,  Ltd.,  of  London,  received 
a  1, ^50-pound  air  shipment  of  beef  hindquarters  from  Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia. 

The  small  shipment,  brought  in  to  test  flight  facilities  and  market  accept- 
ance, was  carried  in  a  pressurized  cabin  without  refrigeration  during  the  36- 
hour  flight.    The  plane  developed  engine  trouble  in  Kenya  and  was  delayed  there 
several  hours  for  repairs,  without  any  apparent  damage  to  the  beef  cargo. 

It  is  reported  that  the  beef  arrived  in  "excellent"  condition  and  brought  a 
price  comparing  favorably  with  chilled  beef  from  Argentina. 

MEXICAN  AGRICULTURAL 
TRADE  IN  1958 

Mexican  data  now  available  show  Mexico  imported  31. 8  million  bushels  of  con 
in  1958,  almost  as  much  as  the  record  of  32.2  million  bushels  in  1957 • 

Barley  imports  amounted  to  1.5  million  bushels,  k6  percent  larger  than  dur- 
ing the  preceding  year  and  a  record.     Other  important  agricultural  commodities 
imported  during  the  year  included  tallow,  powdered  milk,  beans,  and  fresh 
tomatoes. 

Exports  of  cotton  during  1958  amounted  to  1.6  million  bales,  or  20  percent 
more  than  in  1957 •    Other  agricultural  exports  which  increased  during  the  year 
were  henequen  fiber,  henequen  twine  and  cordage,  oranges,  canned  pineapples, 
rice,  cottonseed  cake  and  meal,  sugar,  tomatoes,  chickpeas,  and  watermelons. 
Among  the  important  agricultural  exports  which  declined  during  the  year  were 
coffee,  peanuts,  melons  (cantaloupes),  cacao,  bananas,  vanilla,  and  ixtle. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  CATTLE  HIDES,  KIP  SKINS  DOWN; 
CALF  AND  SHEEP  SKINS  UP  IN  19 58 

U.  S.  exports  of  cattle  hides  and  kip  skins  in  1958  declined  17  percent 
and  k-2  percent,  respectively.  However,  calf  skins  increased  1^  percent,  and 
sheep  and  lamb  skins  1  percent. 

Exports  of  cattle  hides  dropped  from  6.5  million  pieces  in  1957  to  ^.k 
million  pieces  in  1958,  largely  because  of  weaker  Western  European  demand. 
Shipments  to  Japan,  the  largest  market,  increased  3  percent.    Exports  of  kip 
skins  declined  to  both  Western  Europe  and  Japan.    The  increase  in  calf  skin 
exports  reflects  increased  European  demand  for  these  types  in  spite  of  smaller 
U.  S.  supplies  and  higher  prices. 
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HIDES  AND  SKINS:    U.S.  exports,  average  1951-55, 
annual  1956-58 


:  :  Annual  »  Increase  or 

Country  of         :  Average  :    :  a^ease  (_) 

destination       :  1951-55  :    1956    :    1957    :  1958  ±/  :  1958 


:  1,000  :  1,000    :  1,000    :    1,000  : 

:  -pieces  :  nieces  :  -pieces  :    nieces  :  Percent 

Cattle  hides:  : 

Canada   :  ^37  :  774  818  578  :  -  29 

Mexico   :  210  :  702  k2k  330  :  -  22 

Germany,  West...  :  3l4  :  436  812  6lk  :  -  24 

Netherlands   :  468  :  285  1,369  869  :  -  37 

Poland   :  11  :    5  295  :  5,800 

United  Kingdom. .  :  208  :  243  390  I67  :  -  57 

Yugoslavia   :  ikj  :  246  203  195  :  -4 

Japan   :  723  :  1,329  1,397  1,436  :  3 

Other   :  _    466  :  925  1,099  914  :  -  17 

Total   :  2,984  :  4,94o  6,517  5,398  :  -  17 


Calf  skins:  :  :  : 

Canada   :  289  :  563  704  668  :              -  5 

France   :  10  :  49  36  143  :  297 

Germany,  West...  :  96  :  431  300  361  :  20 

Italy   :  6l  :  104  194  247  :  27 

Netherlands   :  87  :  105  196  243  :  24 

Switzerland   :  2/  :  1  50  126  :  152 

United  Kingdom..  :  53  :  66  110  42  :               -  62 

Japan   :  192  :  455  412  398  :              -  3 

Other   :  60  :  74  68  125    :  §4 

Total   :  848  :  1,848  2,070  2,353    :  14 


Kip  skins:  :  :  : 

Canada   :  36  :  7  8  8  :   

Belgium   :  42  :  20  22  22  :   

Germany,  West...  :  132  :  351  4l7  251  :  -  40 

Netherlands   :  142  :  104  l8l  108  :  -  40 

United  Kingdom..  :  85  :  32  98  10  :  -90 

Japan   :  382  :  578  405  183  :  -  55 

Turkey   :  2/  :  1  2/  17  :   

Other   :  92  :  166  95  116  :  22 

Total   :  "     911  :  1,259  1,226  715  :  -  42 


Sheep  and  lamb      :  :  :  : 

Canada   :  399  :  337  609  500  :  -  18 

Mexico   :  6l  :  84  62  100  :  6l 

Belgium   :  4  :  43  10  4  :  -  60 

France   :  49  :  88  107  10  :  -  91 

Poland   :    :      135  :   

United  Kingdom..  :  8  :  258  382  407  :  7 

Other   :  8l  :  21  184  209  :  14 


Total   :       602    :       831      1,354      1,365    :  1 


2j  Preliminary.  2/  Less  than  5 00  pieces.  3/  Includes  goat  and  kid. 
Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  K.  RECOVERING  FROM  WOOL 
TEXTILE  RECESSION 

The  rate  of  British  use  of  raw  wool  in  December  was  lower  than  in  the  previous 
month,  "but  considerably  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  This  marked  the  third  consecu- 
tive month  that  consumption  exceeded  the  same  month  a  year  previous. 

Consumption  of  raw  wool  in  December  was  ^-1.3  million  pounds,  clean  basis, 
compared  with  38.7  million  pounds  in  November,  and  3^+»2  million  pounds  in  December 
1957 •    The  rate  of  use  was  1  percent  below  November,  but  15  percent  higher  than  a 
year  earlier.    Mill  use  in  top  making  was  19  percent  higher,  and  woolen  consumption 
was  7  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  COMMERCIAL 
LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER  UP 

Commercial  cattle  slaughter  during  1958  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  rose  2 
percent  from  1957  to  1,299>000  head.    This  was  in  spite  of  several  outbreaks  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  which  disrupted  marketings  during  part  of  the  year. 
Increased  imports  of  slaughter  cattle  from  South-West  Africa  and  from  Swaziland, 
however,  compensated  for  the  disruption  in  the  domestic  cattle  trade.  Slaughter 
during  1959  is  expected  to  increase  moderately.    Unless  rains  improve  pastures, 
the  present  drought  in  South-West  Africa  is  expected  to  cause  increased  shipments 
of  cattle  into  the  Union  in  the  near  future. 

Sheep  slaughter,  which  increased  5  percent  during  1958  to  ^-,133,000  head,  is 
expected  to  drop  somewhat  during  1959*    Although  hog  slaughter  dropped  7  percent 
from  1957*  it  still  exceeded  local  demand  and  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Industries 
Control  Board  had  to  subsidize  exports  of  surplus  hog  carcasses  to  support  local 
prices.    Hog  slaughter  is  expected  to  decline  again  in  1959* 

Commercial  slaughter  accounts  for  88  percent  of  the  estimated  total  slaughter 
of  cattle  and  calves;  68  percent  of  total  sheep  slaughter;  and  80  percent  of  total 
hog  slaughter 

LIVESTOCK:    Union  of  South  Africa,  commercial  slaughter, 
with  percent  change  from  previous  year,  annual  195^-58 


Cattle 


Calves 


Number 

[  Change 

',  Number 

,  Change 

[  Number 

[  Change 

,  Number 

Change 

1,000 

.Percent 

1,000 

Percent 

;  1,000 

Percent 

1,000 

Percent 

195+  

1,228 

-1 

105  ! 

+k 

588 

-7 

3,6^3 

-6 

1955   : 

1,105 

■  -10 

:    109  • 

+k 

-  599 

+2 

'  3,875 

+6 

1956  

1,268 

-  +lk 

129  : 

+18 

69^ 

+16 

3,696 

•  -5 

1957  

1,273 

+ 

137  : 

+6  j 

:    814-3  : 

+21  • 

3,932  : 

+6 

1958  

1,299 

+  2 

1^5  : 

+  6 

782 

-7 

+,133  1 

+5 

Hogs 


Sheep 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
PRICES  IMPROVE 

Wool  prices  at  Australian  auctions  during  the  last  week  of  January  and 
the  first  week  of  February  showed  some  Improvement  from  previous  low  levels, 
largely  "because  of  increased  demand  from  Japan,  the  Continent,  and  the  United 
Kingdom . 

Although  the  increases  were  slight,  they  were  significant  in  view  of  the 
sharp  decline  in  wool  prices  during  the  past  18  months.    For  example,  6U's, 
good-quality  fleeces,  were  quoted  at  $1.1+7  per  pound,  clean  basis,  in  early 
September  1957,  compared  with  81+  cents  in  late  January.    The  current  average 
auction  price  of  greasy  wool,  at  1+6  cents  per  pound,  is  one  of  the  lowest 
levels  in  the  last  10  years. 

BRAZILIAN  COMMERCIAL  LIVESTOCK 
SLAUGHTER  HEAVIER 

Brazilian  slaughter  of  all  types  of  livestock  in  commercial  establish- 
ments rose  moderately  during  1958,  reflecting  increased  livestock  numbers  and 
improved  pasture  conditions  throughout  much  of  the  country. 

Production  of  cattle  in  the  drought -stricken  areas  of  northeast  Brazil, 
however,  was  down  sharply.    Although  livestock  numbers  and  meat  production 
rose  during  1958,  prices  of  beef  cattle,  hogs,  and  meat  increased  sharply, 
following  the  general  inflationary  trend.    Prices  of  steers  increased  33  per- 
cent from  January  to  December  1958,  and  hog  prices  rose  25  percent  during 
the  year. 

Meat  exports  increased  during  1958,  going  mostly  to  Italy  and  Israel. 
Exports  during  1959  are  expected  to  continue  high,  due  to  changes  in  the 
Brazilian  foreign  exchange  regulations  which  permit  increased  returns  to 
exporters  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  2,  1959)* 


LIVESTOCK:  Brazilian  commercial  slaughter, 
 average  1951-55,  annual  1955-58  


m                    '  Average 

Type          ;  1951-55  ; 

1955  ! 

1956  : 

1957  : 

1958  1/ 

: 1,000  head' 

1,000  head: 

1,000  head' 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

:  6,031 
:  6,1+79 
:  1,562 
:  1,1*63 

:  6,57^ 
:  6,813 
:  1,10*8 
:  1,513 

:  7,033 
:  7,167 
:  1,1*21 
:  1,^87 

:  7,600 
:  7,500 
:  1,1*50 
:  1,500 

l/  Estimated. 


Source:    Brazilian  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
reports . 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OP  SAUSAGE 
CASINGS  DECLINE  IN  1958 

U.  S.  shipments  of  sausage  casings  in  195>8  were  down  10  percent  from 
1957.    Exports  of  hog  casings  were  down  1  percent,  and  other  casings  (mainly 
beef)  declined  17  percent;    but  because  of  higher  prices,  value  was  up 
slightly  for  both  types.    Shipments  of  both  types  of  casings  declined 
sharply  to  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  and  West  Germany.    There  was  a  notable 
increase  in  shipments  of  other  casinrs  to  Spain,  the  leading  market  for 
this  type. 

SAUSJGE  CASINGS,  NATORAL:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1951-55,  annual  1956-58  j/ 


Count rv  of 
destination 

WW 0  V  III  B.  V iLVil 

;  Average 
•  1951-55 

;  1956  ; 

Annual 
1957  ; 

1958 

\  Increase  or 
•  decrease  (-) 
!  1958 

:  1,000 

:  1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

Irr      i  ■*  * 

XX3UHUS 

Hoc  casinss : 

:  103 

:  124 

88 

23 

:             -  65 

:  4 

37 

6 

:            -  31 

:  3.227 

:  3,125 

2,6l7 

2,900 

:  283 

:  932 

4l7 

852 

6o4 

:             -  248 

:  1,032 

:  603 

650 

485 

:             -  165 

:  4l4 

:  958 

1,004 

746 

\              -  258 

:  436 

:  275 

336 

207 

:             -  129 

:  197 

:  573 

620 

634 

:  14 

Union  of  South  Africa. 

417 

:  346 

371 

4ll 

:  40 

:  545 

:  208 

935 

1,060 

:  125 

\  488 

:  610 

633 

546 

:            -  87 

:  334 

;  100 

259 

657 

:  398 

Other  animal,  casings  2/ :  : 

:  8,129 

;  7,339 

8,1<02 

8,279 

:            -  123 

:      245  : 

:  266 

361 

300  : 

-  a 

:       I87  : 

:  138 

182 

133  : 

:             -  49 

:        25  . 

:  87 

59 

17  : 

:            -  42 

:       782  j 

:  919 

774 

761  : 

:            -  13 

:        74  i 

:  48 

^5 

56  : 

11 

204  : 

186 

178 

151  : 

-  27 

Netherlands   : 

1,876  : 

:  1,586 

1,243 

303  : 

-  9ho 

637  : 

:  528 

579 

160  : 

-  419 

1,321  : 

.  2,769 

2,511 

1,650  ; 

-  861 

2,092  : 

1,783 

1,634 

1,481  : 

-  153 

684  : 

2,468 

2,39^ 

3,063  : 

669 

580  : 

103 

150 

333  : 

183 

8,707  : 

10,881 

10,110 

8,408  : 

-  1,702 

* 


±/  Preliminary.  2/  Casings  not  elsewhere  classified,  mainly  beef. 
Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 


March  2,  1959 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


23 


GREECE  HAS  NEAR -RECORD 
COTTON  CROP 

The  1958-59  cotton  crop  in  Greece  is  estimated  at  289,000  bales  (500 
pounds  gross),  only  slightly  "below  last  year's  record  crop  of  290,000  hales. 
The  area  planted  to  cotton  this  season  increased  to  ^03,000  acres  from 
385,000  acres  in  1957-53.    However,  drought  late  in  the  growing  season 
resulted  in  somewhat  lower  yields  on  nonirrigated  acreage. 

Irrigated  cotton  acreage  in  Greece  has  expanded  rapidly  since  World  War 
II.    About  57  percent  of  the  1958-59  crop  was  grown  under  irrigation,  com- 
pared with  53  percent  in  1957-58,  and  an  average  of  about  35  percent  during 
the  prewar  years  1935-38. 

Because  prices  to  cotton  producers  have  been  lower  for  the  1958-59  crop, 
acreage  planted  to  cotton  in  1959-60  may  decline  somewhat.  Dissatisfaction 
with  the  lower  cotton  prices  may  encourage  some  shifts  to  wheat  production. 
However,  this  may  not  greatly  affect  total  cotton  production  in  1959-60, 
since  the  acreage  drop  is  expected  on  lower -yielding  nonirrigated  land. 

Prices  of  Greek  cotton  in  world  import  markets  have  declined  in  recent 
months,  and  are  now  lower  than  a  year  ago  by  as  much  as  7  cents  a  pound. 
The  lower  prices,  along  with  efforts  to  expand  foreign  outlets  for  Greek 
cotton,  have  resulted  in  some  increase  in  foreign  buying  interest  over  last 
year.    Cotton  exports  from  Greece  during  August-October  1953  were  16,000 
bales,  compared  with  only  2,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

Principal  destinations  of  the  August -October  1958  exports,  with  com- 
parable 1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Uruguay  3>000  bales  (119); 
Czechoslovakia  3,000  ( 0) ;  Japan  3,000  ( 1,000);  France  2,000  (0);  Israel 
1,000  (0)j  and  Italy  1,000  ( 0) . 

Cotton  consumption  in  Greece  has  trended  upward  in  recent  years,  reflect- 
ing improved  general  economic  conditions .    Consumption  in  the  current  season 
is  expected  to  be  slightly  higher  than  the  record  level  of  130,000  bales  in 
1957-58. 

Greece  normally  produces  enough  short  and  medium-staple  cotton  for 
domestic  needs,  and  imports  small  quantities  of  extra -long  staple  cotton, 
mostly  from  Egypt,  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  yarns.    However,  following 
the  smaller  crop  and  heavy  exports  in  1956-57>  a  shortage  of  medium  staples 
developed,  and  moderate  quantities  of  upland  cotton  from  the  United  States 
were  imported  late  in  the  1956-57  season  and  in  the  first  2  months  of 
1957-58.    Imports  during  August -November  of  the  current  season  were  approxi- 
mately k-00  bales. 

Cotton  stocks  on  November  30  were  reported  at  277,000  bales,  compared 
with  2^5 j 000  bales  a  year  earlier. 
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CANADIAN  HOG  SLAUGHTER  TO  RISE 

The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  has  forecast  hog  marketings  dur- 
ing January -February  1959  a"t  2  percent  above  the  same  period  in  1958. 

During  the  second  quarter  of  1959*  marketings  are  forecast  at  25  per- 
cent above  a  year  earlier,  and  during  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  ( July- 
December)  ,  they  are  expected  to  be  2  percent  above  the  corresponding  1958 
period. 

On  the  basis  of  these  forecasts,  inspected  hog  slaughter  should  be  about 
6,661,000  head  during  1959--12  percent  above  the  5*96^-, 000  head  slaughtered 
during  1958  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  29,  1958). 

The  2 -percent  rise  forecast  for  the  second  half  of  1959  is  surprising 
in  view  of  the  23 -percent  increase  expected  in  spring  hog  farrovings  (Decembe 
1958  through  May  1959)  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  2,  1959). 
The  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  seems  to  expect  a  sharp  drop  in  market 
ings  during  the  last  quarter  of  1959  from  the  unusually  high  levels  in  the 
same  period  of  1958.    This  would  reflect  the  planned  slackening  of  hog  far- 
rowings  during  March -May  1959 • 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  recently  announced  that  if  the  present  ex- 
panded rate  of  hog  production  continues  or  increases,  the  government  will 
have  to  consider  a  reduction  in  support  prices.    The  present  support  price 
is  $25.00  per  100  pounds,  carcass  weight,  for  Grade  A  hogs  at  Toronto  (see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  December  1,  1958) . 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  DECEMBER 

U.S.  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  December  1958  were  309,000  bales 
of  500  pounds  gross  (298,000  running  bales)  --  down  6  percent  from  November 
exports  of  327*000  bales,  and  considerably  below  exports  of  63^,000  bales 
in  December  1957 » 

Exports  during  August -December  1958  totaled  1,260,000  bales  (1,21^,000 
running  bales),  against  2,^-31,000  bales  a  year  earlier.    Cotton  exports  in 
the  1958-59  season  probably  will  be  less  than  3*500,000  running  bales,  com- 
pared with  5,700,000  in  I957-58. 

Sales  under  the  1958-59  cotton  export  program  of  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation,  for  export  between  August  1,  I958,  and  July  31,  1959,  totaled 
1,9^1,287  running  bales  as  of  February  2,  1959.    The  average  selling  price, 
basis  Middling  1-inch  cotton,  average  location,  was  28.^9  cents  per  pound 
for  the  February  2  sales,  compared  with  28.^0  cents  per  pound  for  the 
previous  sales  on  January  19.     In  addition  to  the  CCC  sales,  registrations 
of  cotton  for  export  from  commercial  stocks  under  the  "payment -in -kind" 
program  totaled  232,525  bales  as  of  February  2. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  of  cotton  by  country  of  destination,  averages 
1935-39  and  1950-5a,  annual  1956  and  1957,  August-December  1957  and  1958 

 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  destination: 

♦ 

Average 

1956  : 

1957 

August-December 

1935-39: 

1950-5U: 

1957  : 

1958 

* 

: 
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1,000 

:  1,000 
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• 
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.  bales 
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38  ' 
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8 
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lo2  : 
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23 
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29 

:         25  : 

26  : 

18  : 

3 

35  : 

13 

:        33  : 

19  : 

13 

:  13 

662 

:  U31 

:      a33  J 

367  : 

69  : 

162 

511  : 

382 

.  1,061 

:       623  ' 

s  339 

!  69 

hh2  : 

379 

722 

:  572 

:  226 

:  83 

107  : 

:  127 

!          260  . 

113 

i        U2  : 

10 

17  : 

'  la 

t            21  ! 

:  13 

>  7 

;  ^3 

180  : 

!  27 

■  Ol.Q 

:  240 

:  1U0 

36 

3/  9 

:  91 

■  2h 

:         11  . 

0 

:  8 

108  ' 

:  1U2 

:  17a 

:  217 

'•  U3 

:  lu5 

115  : 

•  53 

:  111 

:  130 

'  65 

:  23 

11  ! 

U2 

:  121 

:  U6 

:  5 

x~t  •  ■  _  j         •  5   _ 

l,3a6 

:  a3a 

;    1,050  . 

:       709  : 

330  ! 

101 

17  : 

:  86 

:  lal 

:  115 

:  1 

hi  96  : 

5  '• 

38  : 

lo 

11 

: 

3,885  1 

2,306  : 

1  »"7 

a, 700 

•  3,512 

:    1,U92  . 

708 

• 

9 

:    3/  39 

:  81 

!  67 

!  25 

:  2h 

301 

:  311 

:  380 

:  277 

:  102 

:  25 

9 

:  2k 

:  7a 

:  35 

:  27 

:  1 

20 

:  30 

:  52 

:  69 

:  35 

:  12 

11 

:  19 

:  31 

:  U6 

:  19 

:  3 

:  9 

:  17 

:  11 

:  6 

:  8 

:  1/11 

:  95 

:  138 

:  U6 

:  U5 

52  : 

Or  ^ 

253 

:  301 

:  1U 

:  52 

!  3 

:  19 

s  hi 

>  31 

:  13 

5  11 

% 

:  12 

i  19 

!  18 

.  1/ 

:  1/ 

l,la2 

:  871 

:  1,589 

:  1,17a 

:  468 

:  212 

:  80 

:  220 

:  207 

:  62 

:  101 

2 

:  9 

:  36 

1  59 

:  21 

1  36 

:  85 

:  162 

:  110 

:  19 

:  57 

Union  of  South  Africa. . . : 

% 

:  6 

:  31 

:  37 

:  la 

t  8 

6A58 

!  50 

:    7/  86 

53 

30 

6 

• 

Total  500-lb.  bales: 

5,589 

1  4,13a 

!  7,917 

!  5,958 

:  2,U31 

i  1,260 

Total  running  bales: 

5,300 

:  3,977 

:  7,598 

:  5,717 

:  2,333 

:  1,2^ 

1/  Less  than  500  bales.    ^2/  One  year  only.    3/  a -year  average.    Ijt/  Includes 
Czechoslovakia  65  and  Norway  17.    5/  If  any,  included  in  other  countries. 
6/  Includes  China  117,  and  French  Tndochina  22.    7/  Includes  Bolivia  11, 
'Pakistan  28,  and  Uruguay  15. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
INCREASES  IN  JANUARY 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  during  January  1959  was  30,000  bales  (500 
pounds  gross).    This  was  an  increase  of  7  percent  from  the  28,000  bales  used 
in  December,  and  was  3  percent  above  consumption  of  29,000  bales  in  January 
1958. 

Cotton  consumption  during  the  first  half  (August- January )  of  the  1958-59 
season  totaled  182,000  bales,  only  slightly  below  the  186,000  bales  used  in 
the  first  half  of  1957-58. 

Canada  is  expected  to  use  more  cotton  during  the  remainder  of  the  current 
season  as  a  result  of  a  stronger  consumer  demand,  and  the  recent  decision  by 
Canadian  Customs  officials  to  tighten  the  duty  valuation  rule  on  certain 
textile  imports  which  compete  with  domestic  goods.    Under  the  new  ruling, 
certain  textiles  formerly  imported  into  Canada  as  second-quality  goods  and 
carrying  a  lower  duty  valuation  will  now  be  placed  in  the  full-duty  valuation 
class . 

Cotton  consumption  for  the  full  1958-59  season  may  show  a  slight  increase 
over  the  333,000  bales  used  in  1957-58. 

WINTER  WHEAT  PROSPECTS  GENERALLY 
GOOD  IN  EUROPE  AND  ASIA 

Winter  wheat  was  seeded  under  favorable  conditions  in  most  parts  of 
Europe  and  Asia  and  conditions  remained  good  through  December  and  the  first 
half  of  January.    Development  of  the  crop  has  been  generally  good.     In  late 
January,  however,  cold  weather  caused  apprehension  because  of  the  lack  of 
protective  snow  cover.    Alternate  freezing  and  thawing  continued  a  cause  for 
concern  throughout  February,  but  to  date  there  have  been  few  complaints  of 
damage.     It  is  not  possible  to  appraise  the  full  effects,  however,  until  there 
has  been  a  period  of  growing  weather. 

Acreage  of  winter  wheat  in  France  is  moderately  belqw  the  high  level  of 
the  past  2  years,  but  seeding  of  spring  wheat  and  alternative  varieties  is 
expected  to  bring  total  acreage  near  the  1957  and  1958  level.    The  crop  looked 
good  at  latest  report  but  a  period  of  growing  weather  is  required  to  establish 
the  true  condition. 

Wheat  acreage  is  also  smaller  in  Italy.    Winter  grain  condition  is  satis- 
factory except  in  parts  of  the  south  where  it  is  said  to  be  poor.    Because  of 
reduced  acreage,  however,  Italy's  crop  is  expected  to  be  somewhat  less  than 
the  record  360  million  bushels  last  year. 

In  West  Germany,  winter  acreage  is  slightly  larger  than  last  year.  Condi- 
tion of  the  crop  was  satisfactory  until  alternate  freezing  and  thawing  in 
February  threatened  damage.    As  in  other  areas,  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  tell 
if  damage  has  been  significant. 
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Winter  wheat  acreage  is  sharply  "below  that  of  a  year  ago  in  the  United- 
Kingdom.    Bad  weather  in  the  fall  restricted  seeding,  and  acreage  in  December 
was  2k  percent  less  than  acreage  in  December  1957.    The  condition  of  the 
crop  was  reported  fairly  satisfactory  at  the  beginning  of  February  though 
some  areas  reported  water  logging  and  slow  growth.    Cultivation  for  spring 
seeding  is  much  less  advanced  than  usual. 

The  outlook  is  excellent  in  Yugoslavia.    Fall  moisture  conditions  were 
favorable  for  germination  and  growth  of  winter  wheat  on  a  slightly  larger 
acreage.    No  serious  damage  from  winter  killing  has  occurred.    Winter  wheat 
acreage  in  Greece  is  about  the  same  as  the  large  acreage  last  year.  The 
new  wheat  policy  announced  last  fall  apparently  had  little  effect  in  reduc- 
ing the  wheat  area  this  season. 

India's  wheat  harvest  is  expected  to  set  a  new  record.    Harvesting  will 
begin  in  March,  and  unofficial  forecasts  place  the  crop  at  about  39°  million 
bushels,  compared  with  about  300  million  last  year.    Both  acreage  and  yields 
appear  to  be  well  above  those  of  1958.    The  outlook  for  Iran' s  wheat  crop 
is  generally  favorable.    Moisture  has  been  normal  in  most  areas.  Spring 
rainfall,  however,  is  the  main  determining  factor  of  crop  outturns  and  it 
is  too  early  for  any  crop  forecast. 

Wheat  production  in  Egypt  is  expected  to  exceed  the  52  million  bushels 
reported  for  1958.    Both  acreage  and  prospective  yields  are  larger  than 
last  year.    Some  shift  from  cotton  to  wheat  is  a  factor  in  the  increase. 

Wheat  acreage  in  Morocco  is  smaller  than  average  because  of  drought 
in  the  fall  and  flooding  in  the  winter.     Some  of  the  grain  has  not  developed 
well  and  the  harvest  is  expected  to  be  below  that  of  1958. 

INDONESIA'S  COPRA.  AND  PALM  OIL 
EXPORTS  UP  IN  1958 

Indonesia's  registered  exports  of  copra  in  December  1958  were  21,568 
long  tons,  the  highest  monthly  shipment  of  the  year. 

Although  registered  shipments  of  copra  in  1958  totaled  80,988  tons 
(less  than  30  per  cent  of  1957);  unregistered  shipments  are  estimated  at 
about  2^0,000  long  tons,  or  more  than  8  times  the  level  of  such  shipments 
in  1957-    Total  exports  for  1958,  including  unregistered  shipments,  are 
calculated  to  have  exceeded  those  of  1957  hy  at  least  5  percent. 

Copra  cake  exports  of  12,521  long  tons  in  December  brought  the  total  for 
1958  to  11^,801  tons,  which  was  about  7  percent  below  1957  shipments. 

Palm  oil  exports  in  December  were  1^,602  short  tons.     Shipments  for  1953 
of  1^5^878  tons  were  3  percent  above  those  in  1957. 

Palm  kernel  exports  of  3^225  short  tons  in  December  brought  total  ship- 
ments for  1958  to  35,9^  tons,  a  decline  of  one -fifth  from  1957. 
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MEXICAN  BEANS  DAMAGED 
BY  LATE  RAINS 

The  Mexican  bean  crop  harvested  at  the  end  of  1958  is  expected  to  be 
smaller  than  originally  estimated,  as  large  quantities  were  damaged  by 
late  rains. 

There  is  as  yet  no  estimate  of  the  damage  done  nor  any  revision  of 
the  crop  estimate.    The  harvest  originally  was  expected  to  be  about 
9,700,000  bags,  compared  with  6,83^,000  in  1957  and  5,800,000  as  the  I95O- 
5^-  average.     Current  unofficial  estimates  of  imports  now  needed  until  the 
end  of  June  range  near  800,000  bags.     Import  needs  after  July  1  will  depend 
on  the  domestic  harvest  in  May  and  June. 

Since  1951  Mexico  has  been  a  growing  market  for  U.  S.  beans,  espe- 
cially pint os.    Last  year  over  790^000  bags  of  U.  S.  beans  went  to  Mexico. 
Before  1951  this  trade  was  negligible. 
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